
Cheat Sheet For Common Law Review Footnote Citations 

Short Form for Cases  Short forms may only be used if it 
clearly identifies a case in the same 
footnote or is cited (either in full or 
short form, including id.) in a manner 
such that it can readily be found in one 
of the preceding five footnotes.  
Otherwise, a full citation is required. 
Full citation case names are in plain 
text, short cites (case name or id.) are in 
italics.  Supra is not used in cases. 

1 United States v. Smith, 387 U.S. 1, 7 
(1999). 
2 Roe v. Wade, 287 U.S. 124, 127 (1973). 
3 Id. 
4 New York v. Elton, 453, U.S. 453, 457 
(1981). 
5 Roe, 287 U.S. at 131. 
6 Id. 
7 United States v. Smith, 287 U.S. 1, 11 
(1999). 

Rule 10.9 

Consecutively 
Paginated Journals 
(most law reviews 
have sequentially 
numbered volumes 
that continue each 
year) 

Author’s Full Name, Full Title:  
Including Subtitle After the Colon, 
Volume Number_ABBREVIATION OF 
JOURNAL_Beginning Page Number, 
Pinpoint Citation_(year). 

Charles A. Reich, The New Property, 73 
YALE L.J. 733, 737-38 (1964). 
 

Rule 16.3 (review 
Rule 16 for special 
situations (student 
authors, etc.)).  Most 
abbreviations for 
periodicals are 
located in Table 13. 

Nonconsecutively 
Paginated Journals, 
Magazines, and 
Newspapers 
(generally) 

Author’s Full Name, Title of 
Article/Headline, NAME OF MAGAZINE, 
Date, at Page Number.  If no author, 
begin with the title of the article. 

Seth Mydans, Los Angeles Police Chief 
Removed for 60 Days in Inquiry on 
Beating, N.Y. TIMES, Apr. 5, 1991, at A1. 
 
Barbara Ward, Progress for a Small 
Planet, HARV. BUS. REV., Sept.-Oct. 
1979, at 89, 90. 
 

Rule 16.4 (review 
Rule 16 for special 
situations 
(Editorials, Op-eds, 
etc.)). 

Books AUTHOR’S FULL NAME, TITLE OF 
BOOK_Page Number_(year).  For 
original publications, no publisher is 
needed, but for editions by other than 
the original publisher, include the 

HOWARD W. FUSON, JR., TELLING IT ALL:  
A LEGAL GUIDE TO THE EXERCISE OF FREE 
SPEECH 57-58 (1995). 
 
 

Rule 15.  There are 
several variations 
depending on 
whether there are 
translators or editors. 
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publisher in the parentheses with the 
new publication datebefore the year of 
publication.  AUTHOR’S FULL NAME, 
TITLE OF BOOK_Page 
Number_(Publisher of Edition 
Cited_Publication Year)_(Original 
Publication Year). 

CHARLES DICKENS, BLEAK HOUSE 50 
(Norman Page ed., Penguin Books 1971) 
(1853). 

Short Citations for 
Journals, Magazines, 
Newspapers and 
Books. 

These are generally all the same.  Id. 
may be used immediately after the 
original citation.  Remember to use the 
format (either plain font or SMALL 
CAPS) that was used in the original 
citation for the author’s name.  Author’s 
Last Name (or AUTHOR’S LAST NAME), 
supra note X, at Page Number. 

1 CHARLES DICKENS, BLEAK HOUSE 50 
(Norman Page ed., Penguin Books 1971) 
(1853). 
2 Charles A. Reich, The New Property, 73 
YALE L.J. 733, 737-38 (1964). 
3 DICKENS, supra note 1, at 52. 
4 Reich, supra note 2, at 739. 
 

Rule 15.9 (Books), 
Rule 16.7(b) 
(Journals, 
Magazines, and 
Newspapers). 
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