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What happens when you mix guitar-wield-
ing attorneys with charity? You get LAW-
lapalooza, a battle of the bands contest to 
raise money for student scholarships in the 
UofL law school. 

To participate, each group must have at 
least one attorney in the band. Last Sep-
tember, the second annual contest attracted 
seven bands to Phoenix Hill Tavern in 
Louisville. The winner, based on highest 
tips from fans, was 100% Legal, made 
up of Mark Grundy, Mark Riddle and Ed 
Skees, all attorneys in the Louisville law 
firm of Greenebaum Doll & McDonald. 

In just two years the event has raised more 
than $16,000 for the Ellen B. Ewing Law 
Internship in Public Service, which pro-
vides internships for UofL law students in 
the areas of family law, domestic violence 
and spouse abuse, and/or HIV/AIDS. 

The internship was created in 2005 to 
honor Judge Ewing, who died the previous 
year. A 1972 graduate of the law school, 
she was the first woman to sit on Ken-

tucky’s former juvenile court bench. 

The internship was created with support 
from the Louisville Bar Foundation and 
the Women Lawyers Association.

LAWlapalooza 2007 was Sept. 20, once 
again at the Phoenix Hill Tavern.  

This event raised $5,000, with the winning 
band The Tortfeasous, aka the New Main 
Street Singers, from the firm of Seiller 
Waterman, LLC.

Justice Louis D. Brandeis’ studious 
search for the facts set him apart from 
the others, David W. Levy told attendees 
of the University of Louisville’s daylong 
“Brandeis Sesquicentennial.” Levy, the 
David Ross Boyd Professor of History 
at the University of Oklahoma, also 
lauded Brandeis for his “high ideals and 
willingness to do the homework and civic 
courage.”

The Nov. 13, 2006, symposium celebrated 
the 150th birthday of the law school’s 
namesake. It brought together historians 
and major biographers of Justice 
Brandeis to discuss his advocacy of 
individual liberties and the rights of the 
disadvantaged as well as free speech, free 
press and privacy issues.

Joining Levy as presenters were Melvin 
Urofsky of Virginia Commonwealth 
University, Philippa Strum of the 

Woodrow Wilson International Center for 
Scholars and Erwin Chemerinsky of Duke 
University. Joe Ardery from Frost Brown 
Todd and Rabbi Joe Rooks Rapport of The 
Temple in Louisville also participated. 

The symposium culminated with a 
panel discussion on the social impact of 
Justice Brandeis’ decisions, moderated by 
public radio personality and 1969 UofL 
graduate Bob Edwards. The symposium 
was planned by Les Abramson, Joseph 
Ardery ’76, Peter Scott Campbell, 
Kurt Metzmeier, Rabbi Rapport, Laura 
Rothstein (chair) and Keith Runyon ’82. 

The book Brandeis at 150: The Louisville 
Perspective, published in conjunction with 
the sesquicentennial, can be ordered online 
at butlerbooks.com.
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Lawyers Rock for Charity at LAWlapalooza
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