
FROM THE DEAN
“Dedicated by the people of Louisville to the
higher training and useful education of its
aspiring youth.”

So reads the inscription inside
Grawemeyer Hall, the administration
building at the University of
Louisville. In the life of one of the
nation’s premier metropolitan
research universities, legal education
plays a vital role. 

At the University of Louisville's law school, we do nothing less
than train tomorrow's leaders today.

Grawemeyer Hall was built in 1927; the building now known as
Wilson W. Wyatt Hall was completed in 1939. The common-
wealth then stood much closer than now to the pillars of its
traditional economy: bituminous, burley, bourbon and bats.
Kentuckians have a particularly keen sense of history, and that
history envelopes a campus that traces its origins to 1798 and
to a law school that serves as the final resting place and lasting
memorial to Justice Louis D. Brandeis.

Like the state and the city that nurture them, UofL and its law
school harbor a deep respect for our history and traditions. But
no community or university can afford to dwell in the past. The
business of education—the enterprise of providing higher
training and useful education to aspiring youth—necessarily
looks forward. We are proud to be a school with a past. We take
even greater pride in our future—in the knowledge we produce
and in the service we deliver to our community and the world
at large.

The extraction industries of Kentucky's past continue to yield
to a knowledge-driven economy. Our community's fortunes lie
in biomedical research and health care, in the dissemination
and adoption of cutting-edge information technologies, in the
harnessing of the logistical muscle that powers global busi-
ness. The overwhelming rate of technological, economic and
societal change places the highest possible premium on law as
civil society's primary instrument for avoiding conflict, resolv-
ing disputes and building institutions. 

Vastly greater progress and prosperity lie in collective than
individual action. By enabling individuals to empower them-
selves and to form lasting, productive organizations, law makes
that progress possible.

As of early April 2007, I have been privileged to spend 100 days
as dean of the law school at UofL. Transforming our community
and our world for good is this university's mission, and I can
think of no calling more compelling than this. By embracing
the aspirations of our students and our constituents at their
fullest, we provide hope that cooperation will triumph over
conflict and that the people we serve, in the beauty of their
diversity, will benefit equally from the progress we enable.

Legal education, delivered by the University of Louisville to the
community that has nurtured and sustained it, is a beacon of
hope and a path to our future.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Predictions Cast and Questions Answered 
During Evening with Bob Dole and William Safire

Former U.S. Sen. Bob Dole’s psychic skills were put to the test
when the law school hosted “A Discussion of Politics and
Current Events” on Oct. 10, 2006. Alumni, faculty and students
attended a dinner at the Brown & Williamson Club with Sen.
Dole and New York Times political columnist William Safire. 

Afterward, Dole (above, left) responded to Safire’s (right) ques-
tions about politics and current events. Dole was close to the
mark in his predictions, correctly forecasting that the
Republicans would lose control of the House in the November
elections. But he thought they would cling to a slight majority
in the Senate and that UofL alumnus Sen. Mitch McConnell
would become Senate Majority Leader. 

Boehl Distinguished Lecture Series Launched 

On Feb. 13, University of Louisville law professor Tony Arnold
delivered the inaugural Boehl Distinguished Lecture in Land
Use Policy, titled “The People’s Land: Justice Brandeis,
Environmental Conservation and Wisdom for Today’s Land
Use Challenges.” Arnold is the Boehl Chair in Property and
Land Use and chair of the Center for Environmental Law in
UofL’s interdisciplinary Kentucky Institute for the Environment
and Sustainable Development. He also teaches in the universi-
ty’s graduate urban planning program in the School of Urban
and Public Affairs.  

The Boehl lecture series brings nationally prominent scholars
in land-use law and policy to UofL every semester to deliver a
major lecture and to meet with groups of faculty, students and
members of the community. The lecture is one means by
which the law school and university advance the frontiers of
thinking about land-use practices in urban and natural envi-
ronments.  

For more information about this new lecture series, contact
Arnold at: tony.arnold@louisville.edu .   

USA Today Reporter and Alumni Award Winners
Share Spotlight at Harlan Lecture

More than 200 alumni, friends of the law school, members of
the legal community, students, faculty and staff heard USA
Today correspondent Joan Biskupic talk about her book Sandra
Day O’Connor: How the First Woman on the Court Became Its Most
Influential Justice. Biskupic was guest speaker at the school’s
2007 Alumni/ae Banquet & John Marshall Harlan Lecture on
March 1 at the Seelbach Hotel, Louisville.  

Biskupic has covered the Supreme Court for USA Today since
1989. She  previously worked for the Washington Post and as
legal affairs writer for Congressional Quarterly.  

During the event, the school’s 2007 Alumni Awards recipients
were announced. This year’s honorees included:

■ Hon. Charles R. Simpson III ’70 and the late Joseph E.
Stopher ’38 and T. Kennedy Helm Jr. ’41, who were recognized
with the Lawrence Grauman Award.  

■ C. Alex Rose ’60, the Hon. James M. Shake ’80, Walter J.
Swyers Jr. ’71, Laurence J. Zielke ’74 and the Hon. Stephen M.
George ’76, Distinguished Alumni/Ae award recipients 

■ Cynthia Buttorff ’93, the Alumni/ae Service Award 

■ John Ballantine, Dean’s Service Award  

■ Richard Nowka, Excellence in Teaching Award 

Fourteen new members were inducted into the Brandeis
Honor Society that evening. The society was founded in 1976
by a group of law school students, faculty and administrators.
The society honors students who demonstrate excellence in
their legal studies and is dedicated to promoting justice and
recognizing the best in the legal profession.  

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to all of our award recipi-
ents this year and to the newest members of the Brandeis
Society.

LAW SCHOOL OUTREACH

UofL Students Give Legal Aid to Katrina Survivors

Ten dedicated and giving law students spent part of their
December break in New Orleans providing legal aid to survivors
of Hurricane Katrina. This worthy effort also fulfilled the law
students’ public service requirement. The students not only
provided law-related assistance to the hurricane victims, they
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WINNING WAYS
Stephen T. Naville (left) took
top honors in the 2006 Pirtle-
Washer Moot Court competi-
tion, while Jane A. Tyler (right)
was runner-up. Jeremy J. Beck
and Randall P. Ewing were the
semifinalists. All four students
will earn their degrees this
May. Professor Jim Jones
served as the team’s coach.



also generated the funds to cover their travel and housing costs
for the week of service.  

Jennifer Schultz, a second-year law student, spearheaded the
recruitment and fund-raising efforts. Through the Student
Hurricane Network, she arranged for the students to be placed
with New Orleans Legal Assistance. The students financed their
trip by raising nearly $6,000 from friends, family, attorneys and
law firms, including grants from the Louisville Bar Association
and the law school’s Student Bar Foundation (the charitable arm
of the Student Bar Association).  

In New Orleans the students helped attorneys at NOLAC with
issues ranging from bankruptcy and contractor fraud to govern-
ment assistance and eviction proceedings.

Student participant Randy Strobo noted in his article for Louisville
Bar Briefs that “more than a year after Hurricane Katrina and the
even more disastrous post-Katrina flooding, rebuilding the city,
both physically and metaphorically, remains a gargantuan task.
The events that unfolded following Katrina created an immense
legal crisis.” 

“Providing legal services to those in need was crucial to the
rebuilding efforts. Aside from insurance, housing, public bene-
fits, employment, criminal and other civil issues, merely finding
and recovering lost legal paperwork and files became a major
obstacle.” 

Along with Strobo, a second-year student, the participants
included third-year students Craig Aguiar, Scott Gregory, Matt
Lindblom, Joanna Nolan, Stephen Naville and Steven Wilson;
and second-year students Andrew Downey, Ashley Duncan and
Jennifer Schultz.

AIDS Walk Team Receives Award

Last fall the law school’s AIDS Walk team, captained by second-
year student Candace Kenyon, placed third out of 104 total
teams and first among universities and higher education institu-
tions in raising funds for this important cause. The team, which
surpassed its $5,000 goal by  $277, earned a plaque presented by
Mike Brown, AIDS Walk coordinator.  

In addition, third-year law student Andrew Black received the
AIDS Walk Ambassador Award, given to the individual who
serves as an ambassador to the community by reaching out to
enlist various teams and individuals. Black helped support seven

(Continued on pg. 4)

Brandeis’ 150th Like a Family Reunion

The 200 attendees at the Brandeis Sesquicentennial
program on Nov. 13, 2006, included all three living
grandchildren of Justice Brandeis and his seven great-
grandchildren, along with many local descendants of
his brother Alfred. 

The day-long event featured four Brandeis experts on
free speech, privacy, and Brandeis as reformer and as
judge and activist. Hosted by well-known public radio
personality and UofL graduate Bob Edwards, the cele-
bration received substantial media attention.  

A book on Justice Brandeis, Brandeis at 150: The
Louisville Perspective, was prepared in conjunction with
the occasion. Published by Butler Books, it can be
ordered online at www.butlerbooks.com.  
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Central High School Partnership Gains Momentum
In fall 2001, the law school entered into a partnership with
Central High School in Louisville. Through the Central Law
and Government Magnet Program, Central students have
been provided a variety of enrichment activities, from attend-
ing moot court competitions and speakers’ events at the law
school to visiting our school for a day of introduction to the

legal education and participating in a writing competition.
These activities spark the interest of students in becoming
lawyers.  

This past year the law school has been enhancing the exist-
ing partnership with the goal of sustaining the students’ inter-
est and helping them build skills for success in college and

law school. The Central students participated in
such activities as attending the Pirtle-Washer
competition and observing a panel presentation
by Judge Toni Stringer and members of the
Black Law Students Association (left). They also
attended the Diversity Forum program on the
Jefferson County desegregation case, and they
participated in a mock class and panel presen-
tation at Central High School. 

Beginning with the 2007–2008 school year,
our law students will teach the Street Law cur-
riculum at Central. Additional enrichment activi-
ties are being planned.



pletely refurbished the student commons area on the first
floor and a number of adjacent spaces—the career services
suite, Washer Lounge, the Lively Wilson Oral Advocacy office,
two seminar rooms and the auditorium classrooms honoring
the legacy of Wilson Wyatt.  

We will be completing the renovation of two more classrooms
this summer. One honors the Class of ’79; the other recognizes
the distinguished law career and public service contributions
of former Louisville mayor Frank W. Burke ’48, thanks to a
leadership gift from his son-in-law, Dennis Clare ’68, and gifts
from alumni and Burke’s friends. 

For more information on how you can help through giving,
please contact our development director, Bob Micou, at 502-
852-3036 or e-mail: robert.micou@louisville.edu.

We still have far to go in terms of alumni giving at the law
school. Nationally, the annual giving rate for public law
schools alumni is about 25 percent. UofL’s law alumni, howev-
er, give only about 11 percent. 

Legal education for all lawyers, no matter when or where they
attended law school, was made possible by the philanthropy
of those who preceded them. I invite you to join our many
alumni and friends by designating gifts to any of our worthy
initiatives or to our unrestricted alumni fund.  

Thank you for helping us achieve our goals of excellence and
ensuring our continued service to the legal profession.     

Best wishes, 

Jim Chen, Dean
Louis D. Brandeis School of Law at the University of Louisville

P.S. Please see the sidebar to the left regarding our new e-mail listserv. We
want to keep you informed about what is going on at the law school.
There is a lot of good news to share, and you should hear about it first!

teams whose total contributions exceeded $10,000.

Pairing Students With Real People, Real Problems 

Our law school has a longstanding tradition of public service
as one of the nation’s first law schools to incorporate manda-
tory public service into its curriculum. We mandate that every
student’s education includes a chance to perform law-related
work assisting real people with real problems. 

The program teaches that in addition to pursuing personal
and professional goals lawyers have a professional obligation
to provide legal services to those who can’t afford them or
agencies that serve unrepresented or improve the law. Each
year, UofL law students donate more than 4,000 hours of law-
related work to local, state and national organizations through
this program.  

After participating in the Samuel L. Greenebaum Public
Service Program, the majority of law students say they plan to
continue assisting the underserved with pro bono legal servic-
es after becoming members of the bar.  

Every fall the Louisville Bar Association hosts a golf scramble
and donates part of the proceeds to our public service pro-
gram. This year’s event is scheduled for Aug. 20 at Valhalla
Golf Club, site of the 2008 Ryder Cup Tournament. 

For more information, e-mail public service program director
Mary Jo Gleason at maryjo.gleason@louisville.edu. 

Private Giving Sustains Our School
The support of alumni and friends through private giving is
criticalto our continued success. Your gifts allow us to adapt
our programs in response to changes in the social and legal
environment.  

We are grateful for the many contributions received in the last
few months, providing support for scholarships, oral advocacy
competitions, faculty research and classroom renovations, the
public service program and lectures and forums. Many suc-
cesses described in this newsletter would not have occurred
without these gifts; in particular, we do not want to burden our
graduates with enormous debt loads, which may deter them
from taking public service positions in Legal Aid, Public
Defender and similar organizations.  

Recently we received
support for a new
scholarship enhanc-
ing student diversity
from Wyatt, Tarrant &
Combs, along with
generous scholarship
awards from Robert
Greenwell ’98 and
Murray J. Klein ’70.  

Significant progress
has been made on
the renovations in
the classroom wing
during the last three
years. We have  com-

(Continued from pg. 4)
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We want you to know first 
By joining our new Dean’s Listserv
you will receive regular messages
that keep you connected. Please
understand that you will not be
barraged and that you may opt-
out at anytime.  

To join the Dean’s Listserv, e-mail
us your full name, e-mail address,
class year and mailing address to:
alumnews@louisville.edu.

We appreciate your interest and
support.

If you have not seen the recently completed classroom honoring our
Golden Alumni classes of 1948 to 1956 (shown here during its dedica-
tion), I urge you to do so. This impressive state-of-the-art teaching space
grew from an idea by the late Harold Kelley ’50, who made the leadership
gift that served as the catalyst for others.  
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